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Eccleſs aftical Courts : 
Taken out of the * — 


Conſtitutions of the Apoſtles, 


With ſome brief Gin 


Humbly Recommended to the Conſideration of the 
preſent Eccleſiaſtical and Secular Judges; Civil, 
Canon, and Common Lawyers; o Jury-men, 
and of all that are any way concern'd in a 
Proceedings in theſe Kingdoms. 


B WILL. WHISTON, MA 


Some time Profeſſor of the Mathematicks in the 
Univerſity of CAMBRIDGE. 


—— 


Then anſwered. one of le Lawyers, and ſaid. « unto Feſus, Ma- 
ſter, thus ſaying, thou reproacheſt us alſo. And he ſaid, Wo 
unto you ul, * Lawyers : lade men with burdens 


grievors to be born, and ye your ſelves touch not the burdens 


with one of your fingers. —— Wo unto you Lawyers : for ye 


have taken away ihe key of knowleage : ye entred not into 
[the kingdom 0 E * your ſelves, and them that were 
entring in, ye hindred 1 xi. 45> 46, ng Matt. xxiii 13. 
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LONDON: 


Sold by J. Ronunrs, near the Oxford- Arms in 
Warwick-Lane: Mpcc xxix, 
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1 C HA. XXI. 


mild, without Guile, without 

Falſnood, not rigid, not inſo- 
lent, not ſevere, not arrogant; 
not unmerciful, not puffed up, 
not a Man pleaſer, not timo- 
rous, not double- minded, not 
one that inſults over the People 
that ate under thee, not one 
that conceals the Divine Laws, and the Promiſes to 
Repentance, not haſty in thruſting out, and expelling; 
but ſteady. Not one that delights in ſeverity, not 
heady. Do not admit leſs Evidence to convict any 
one than that of three * Witneſſes, and thoſe of 
known and eſtabliſh'd Reputation. Enquire whether 
they do not accuſe out of III: will, or Envy; for there 
are many that delight in Miſchief, forward in Diſ- 
courſe, ſlanderous, Haters of the Brethren, making it 
their Buſineſs ro ſcatter the Sheep of Chriſt z whoſe 


* — it, of two Witneſſet, biider the Acchiſer; as will aps 
preſemtly:  - 3H 3 a2; on 
> A 2 Aﬀirs 


Afra der trite without ai nice Kam 
the ſame, thou wilt diſperſe thy Flock, and betray it 
to be deyour d hy Woly EL at is, by id Re and 
wi 
the Sha We Mew 5 the 2 N e and 
by the impious Hereticks. For toe . 


Wolves ſoon addreſs--themfelves-to- 
caſt out of the Church, and eſteem him as a — 
deliver'd for them to gevout, reckoning his Deſtructi- 


on their own Gain. For he that is 1 b Father, the 


Devil, is a Murderer. He alſo who is ſeparated un- 


Juftly by thy want of Care in Judging, will be over. 
whelm'd with Sorrow, and be diſconſolate, and ſo will 
either wander among the Heathen, or be intangled in 
Hereſies, and ſo will be altogether eſtranged from the 
Church, and from Hope in God and" d Fang 
led in Wickedneſs, MWhereby won wilt be HY 7 
his Perdition. Fox vit i not flir ro be too 
caſting out an Offendet, but flow” in fecqy in 0 
when he returns; to be forward in cutting off, but 
unmercitul when he is ſerrowſul, and ought to 
healed: . For of fuch;astheſe ſpeaks the/Divide Scrip- 
ture, © Their. Feet run to Miſchief, they -are"baſfy to 
ſhed Blood: Deſirattion and Illiſery are in their ways, 
and the way of Peuce haue they not known 5 the Fear of 
| God is not 2 their yes. Now, the way of Peace 
| is our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt; who bas taught us, ſay- 
ing, © Forgive, and ye ſhall le forgtven; give, and it 
ſhall be given to jou. That is, Give Remiſſion of 
Sins, and your Offences ſhall be forgiven you. As al- 
ſo. He inſtructed us by his Prayer, to ſay unto God, 
* Forgive us our Debts, as we forgive! our Debrors, If 
therefore you do not forgive Oftenders, how can you 
<xpeſt the Remiſhon of-your own Sins? Do not you 
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havid-Mimfalf-wickedly, or who-will not receive hi 

that returns, n Murtherer of his Brother, and fi 

his' Blood, as Cin did char of his Brother 455 

— t(Blobd wi Gold, and will be requit d. os 
ghteoks Man n jultiy fin by any one, will be 1 

5 with God for ever.” The ſame | 1 the Caſe of 


him who, without Cauſe, is ſeparate by his Brſhop. 

He ne has caſt him out as a peſtilent Fellow, when 
he was innocent, is 'more furious than a Murderet. 
Such an one has be de rd to the Mercy of God, no! 
is mindful of his Gooaneſs to thoſe that are penitent; 

nor'keeps in his Eye the Examples of thoſe, who 
having been once great Offenders, receiv d Fotgive- 


neſs upon their Repentance. Upon which Account he 
who caſts off an innocent Perſon, is more cruel than 
he that murders the Body. In lixe manner, he who 


does not receive the Penitent; ſcatters the Flock ot 
Chriſt ; being really againſt him, For as God is juſt 
in judging c Sinners, ſo is He meteiful in receiving 
them when they return. For David, the Man after 
God's own Heart, in his Hymns s aſcribes both Mercy 


and Fudgment 0 Him. 


Fw — 8 „ —_— K 
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CHAP. XXXVIL 


33 S the Duty of the Biſhop to judge rightly. 
As it is written, Þ Judge righteous Judę nent. 
And elſewhere, Why do ye not even of your ſelves 
judge what is right? Be ye therefore as skilful Dealers 


Gen, iy, 10, Pal. c. 1, John vii 24. Cor. vi. 5. 


6 Apoſtolicul Rules. 


in Money: For as theſe reject bad Money, but take 
to themſelves what is current; inthe ſame manner tis 
the Biſhop's Duty to retain the Unblameable, but either 
to heal, or, if they be paſt Cure, to caſt off thoſe that 
are Blame · worthy, ſo as not to be haſty in cutting off, 
nor to believe all Accuſations; for it ſometimes hap- 
pens that ſome, either thro Paſſion, or Envy, do inſiſt 
on a falſe Accuſation againſt a Brother: as did the two 


Elders in the Caſe of < Suſanna in Babylon, d and the 


Egyptiem Woman in the Caſe of Jgſeph. Do thou 
therefore, as a Man of God, not raſhly receive ſuch 
Accuſations, leſt thou take away the Innocent, and ſlay 
the Righteous : For he that will receiveſuch Accuſati- 
ons is the Author of Anger rather than of Peace; 
But where there is Anger, there the Lord is not. For 
that Anger, which is the Friend of Satan, I mean that 
which is excited unjuſtly by the means of Falſe Bre- 
thren, never ſuffers Unanimity to be in the Church: 
Wherefore when you know ſuch Perſons to be fooliſh, 
quarrelſome, paſſionate, and ſuch as delight in Miſ- 


chief, do not give Credit to them, but obſerve ſuch as 


they are, when you hear any thing from them againſt 
their Brother ; for Murder is nothing in their Eyes, 
and they caſt a Man down in ſuch a way as one would 
not ſuſpect. Do thou therefore conſider diligently 
the Accuſer, wiſely obſerving his Converſation, what, 
and of what ſort it is; and in caſe thou findeſt him a 
Man of Veracity, do according to the Doctrine of our 
Lord, © and taking him who is Accuſed, rebuke him, 


that he may repent, when no body is by. But if he 


be not perſwaded, take with thee one or two more, 
and fo ſhew him his Fault, and admoniſh him with 
Mildneſs and Inſtruction: f For Wiſdom will reſt upon 
an heart that is good, but is not underſtood in the heart 
of the Fooliſh. 


c Dan, xiii 
f Prov. xiv. 33. 
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4 Gen, xxxix. 
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I P therefore he be perſivaded by the Mouth of you 
Three, tis well. But if any one hardens himſelf, 


8 Tell it to the Church: But if be negle@s to bear the 
Church, let bim be to thee as an Heathen Man and a: 


Publican; and receive him no longer into the Church 


as a Chriſtian, but reject him as an Heathen. But if 
he be willing to repent, receive him. For the Church 
does not receive an Heathen or a Publican to Commu - 
nion, beſore they every one repent of their former 
Wickedneſſes. For our Lord Jeſus, the Chriſt of God, 
has appointed Place for the Acceptance of Men upon 
their Repentance. 


— 
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C. HAP. XLIL 


that are the Paſtors, with the Deacons, admit of 
that Falſhood for Truth, either by Acceptance of Per- 
ſons, or receiving of Bribes, as willing todo that which 


will be pleafing to the Devil; and. fo you thruft out 
him that is Accuſed, but is clear of the Crime, you 


ſhall give an Account in the Day of the Lord. For it 
is written, b The Innocent and the Righteous thou ſhalt 


act flay ; thou ſhalt not take Gifts to ſmite the Soul: 


For Gifts blind the eyes of the wiſe, and deſtroy 
the words of the Righteous, And again, 
that juſtify the Wicked for Gifts, and take away 


the Rigbteouſ! neſe of the Righteous from bim. 
refore leſt 


Take care the by any means ye become 
Acceptors of Perſons, and thereby fall under this 


* 


5 Matt. xviji. 11. Þ Exed. xxiii. 7, 8. Deut. xxvit. 25. 
XVI, 19. IIa. v. 23. 


UT if the ſlanderous Accuſation be falſe, and you 
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Voice of the Lord. Be * therefore not to con- 
demn any kues OY the Wicked, 
For, k Wo to alle bin good — 
buter ſweet, 7 F wert bitter; that p 4 - 


darkneſs, and 77 for [SE For if y 
others unjuſtly, afs Semence * fare. 


the Lord fa ith nba pu Je jul 
2 be julerd 125 dd ry 5⁵⁷ "he Ro 


ane If cherefore- ye judge withobt Reſpet of 
Perfons, ye wlll — Acouſer, WO Lare 
falſe-witnefs againſt his Neighbour,-andwilt'provehim 
to be a Sycophant; a ſpiteful Peron; and a-Murderer,” 
cauſing Perplexity by accofing the Man as if x wer 
wicked, inconſtant in his Words, contrhdicting me 
in hat he afp rms, and entangled with the = of 
his own Mouth. For his own Lips are'a'dangetous 
Snare. to. him. Whom, wh 

of ſpeaking falſely, thou ſhalt judge ſeverely, and 
ſhalt —.— him td the fiery Sword; and thou ſhalt do 


ty him as he wickedly 2 to. 
fe r as much as in him x be 1 00 ib Boche bf 
YE 


e the Ears of the udge. it is Writt 

" that He that ſbeddeth Man's Blas Fe Ki 
Bod, Thall be ſhed, And, „ Thou 0000 that 
innocent Blood, which was FOR wi out * from 
1 ee, 1 7 5 
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PH 0 0 haſt intefors caſt bim et tbe Con | 


ee gation as a Murdeter of his Btother.' Some 
tinea erwards, if — rhe PROPER only him 
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with Faltings, and afterwards ye ſhall lay your Hands 
upon him, and receive him: But Kill ſecuring him, 
that he does not diſturb any body a ſecond time. But 
if, when he is admitted again, he be alike troubleſome 
and will not ceaſe -to diſturb and to quarrel with hig 
Brother, ſpying faults out of a contentious Spitit, caſt 
him out as a pernicious Perſon, that he may not lay 
waſte the Church of God. | 


” 0 WE * 13 4 4 4 —_ = a _. 4 2 8 * 


HAP. XIV. 


T S a brave Encomium for à Chriſtian to have no 
1 Conteſt with any one. But if by any Manage- 
ment or Temptation a Conteſt ariſes with any one, Tet 
him endeavour that it may be compos'd, though there- 
by he be oblig'd to loſe ſomewhat ; and let it not come 
before an Hearhen Tribunal; Nay indeed, youare not 
to permit that the Rulers of this World ſhould paſs 
Sentence againſt our People: For by them the Devil 
contrives Miſchief to the Servants of God, and occa- 
ſions a Reproach to be caſt upon us, as though we had 
not one toiſe Man that is able to judge between bis 
Brethren, or to decide their Controverhes. 


* 4 2 E W tit cot — ret — PEI . * = 


CHAP. XLVI 


T ET not the Heathen therefore know of your 


Differences among one another, nor do you re- 


ceive Unbelievers as Witneſſes againſt your ſelves, nor 


be judged by them; nor owe them any thing on ac- 


7— 


2-4 cory” = —— — 
F x Cor, vi. 1, G. 


B count 


10 © Apoſlolical Rules 
count of Tribute or Fear; but, à Render to Cæſar the 
things that are Ceſar's, and unto (God the things that 
are God's, as Tribute, Taxes, or Poll Money; as our 
Lord * by giving a Piece of Money was freed from 
Diſturbance. Chuſe therefore rather to ſuffer Harm, 
and to endeavour after thoſe things that make for 
Peace, not only among the Brethren, bur alſo among 
the Unbelievers. For by ſuffering Loſs in the Affairs 
of this Life thou wilt be ſure not to ſuffer in the 
Concerns of Piety, and wilt live religioufly, and accor- 
ding to the Command of Chriſt, But if Brethren 
have Law-Suits one with another, which God forbid, 
you who are the Rulers ought thence to learn that ſuch 
28 theſe do not do the Work of the Lord, but rather 
of publick Enemies; and one of the Parties will be 
found to be mild, gentle, and the Child of Light; 
but the other unmerciful, inſolent, and covetous. He 
therefore who is condemn d, let him be puniſh'd, let 
him be ſeparated, let bim undergo the Penalty of 
his Hatred to his Brother. Afterward, when he re- 
pents, let him be received, and ſo when they have 
learn d Prudence, tkey will eaſe your Judicatures. 
*Tis alſo. a Duty to forgive each other's Treſpaſſes; 
not the Duty of thoſe that Judge, but of thoſe that 
have Quarrels. As the Lord determin'd when Peter 
ask d him, © How oft ſhall my Brother ſin againſt me, and 
forgive him? Jill Seven times? He reply d, I ſay not 
no thee, Untill Seven times, but until ſeventy tines 
ſeven. For ſo would our Lord have us to be truly his 
Diſciples, and never to haveany thing againſt any body; 
as for Inſtance, Anger without meaſure, Paſſion without 
Mercy, Covetouſheſs without Juſtice, Hatred without 
Reconciliation. Draw by your Inſtruction thoſe who 

are angry to Friendſhip ; and thoſe who are at Variance 


Matth. xxii, 21. * xvil. 24, Sr. „ xyiii, 21. 
P9 i. 2001 


for Esccleſiaſtical Courts. 11 
to Agreement. For the Lord ſays, Bieſſed are the 


God. 


— 
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HAP. XVII., 


13 T your Judicatures be held on the ſecond Day 


of the Week, that it any Controverſie ariſe about 
your Sentence, having an Interval till the Sabbath, you 
may be able to ſet the Controverſie right, and to reduce 


thoſe to Peace who have the Conteſts one with another 


againſt the Lord's Day. Let alſo the Deacons and 
Presbyters be preſent at your Judicatures, to judge 
without Acceptance of Perſons, as Men of God, with 


Righteouſneſs. When therefore both the Parties are 


come, u accord ing as the Law ſays, thoſe that have the 
Controverſie ſnall ſtand ſeverally in the middle of the 
Court; and when you have heard them, give your 
Votes holily, endeavouring to make them both Friends 
before the Sentence of the Biſhop, that Judgment a- 
gainſt the Offender may not go abroad into the World; 
knowing that he has in the Court the Chriſt of God, 
as conſcious of, and confirming his Judgment. But if 
any Perſons are accus'd by any one, and their Fame 
ſuffers, as if they did not walk uprightly in the Lord; 
in like manner you {hall hear both Parties, the Accuſer 
and Accuſed ; but not with Prejudice, nor with hearken- 
ing to one Party only, but with Righteouſneſs, as 
paſſing a Sentence concerning eternal Lite, or Death, 
For, ſays Ged, He ſhall proſecute that which is right 
juſtly. For he that is juſtly puniſh'd and ſeparated by 


— * * 


Matth. v. 9. u Deut. xiz. 117. VI. 20. 


B 2 | Jou, 


Peace mater for they ſhall be called the Children of 
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you, is rejected from Eternal Life and Glory; he be- 
comes diſhonourable among holy Men, and one con- 


demn'd of God. 


ts 


__ * 


CHAP. XLII. 


* not paſs the ſame Sentence for every Sin, but 


one ſuitable to each Crime, diſtinguiſhing all the 


Aeveral forts of Offences with much Prudence, the 


great from the little. Treat a wicked Action after one 


manner, and a wicked Word after another, a bare In- 


tention ſtill otherwiſe. So alſo in the caſe of a Con- 


tumely or Suſpicion: And ſome thou ſhalt curb by 


Threatnings alone, ſome thou ſhalt puniſh with Fines 


to the Poor, ſome thou ſhalt mortifie with Faſtings, 


and others thou ſhalt ſeparate aceording to the Great- 
neſs of their ſeveral Crimes. For the Law did not al- 
lot the ſame Puniſhment to every Offence, but had a 
different Regard to a Sin againſt God, againſt the Prieſt, 
again} the Temple, or againſt the Sacrifice; from a 
Sin againſt the King, or Ruler, or a Soldier, or a Fel- 
low-SubjeQ : and ſo were the Offences different which 
were againſt a Servant, a Poſſeſſion, or a Brute Crea- 
ture. And again, Sins were differently rated according 
as they were againſt Parents and Kinſmen : and thoſe 
differently which were done on purpoſe, from thoſe 
that happen'd involuntarily, Accordingly the Pu- 
niſhments were different; as Death, either by 
Crucifixion. or by Stoning ; Fines, Scourgings, or 
the ſuffering the ſame Miſchiefs they had done to 
others. Wherefore do you alſo allot different Penal- 
ties to different Offences, leſt any Injuſtice ſhould hap- 


pen, and provoke God to Indignation. For of what 


unjuſt Judgment ſoever you are the Inſtruments, 8 
| [ 
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the ſame you ſhall receive the Reward from God. * For 
with what judgment ye judge, ye ſhall be judged. 


— 


— I 
1 ** 


CHAP. XLIX. 


HEN therefore you are ſet down at your 


at Tribunal, and the Parties are hoth of them 
\e preſent, (for we will not call them Brethren until they 
he receive each other in Peace) examine diligently con- 
ne cerning thoſe who appear before you, and firſt con- 
n- cerning the Accuſer, whether this be the firſt Perſon 
n- he has accuſed, or whether he has advanced Accuſati- 
by ons againſt ſome others before, and whether this Con- 
es telt and Accuſation of theirs does not ariſe from ſome 
8, Quarrel, and what ſort of Converſation the Accuſer is 
It- cf. Yet though he be of a good Conſcience, do not 
l- ive Credit to him alone; for that is contrary to the 
E aw. But let him have others to join in his Teſti- 
i, mony, and thoſe of the ſame courſe of Lite. As the 
12 Law ſays, * At the Mouth of two or three Witneſſes 
el- every thing ſhall be eſtabliſhed. But why did we ſay, 
ch that the Converſation of the Witneſſes was to be en- 
24 quir'd after, of what Sort it is? Becauſe it frequently 
ng happens that two and more teſtify for Miſchief, and 
Je with joint Conſent prefer a Lye; b as did the two El- 
fe ders againſt Szſanna in Babylon; and the Sons of 
u- Tranſgreſſors againſt * Naboth in Samaria; and the Mul- 
by titude of the Ferws againſt our 4 Lord at Zeruſalem, and 
or againlt Stephen, his firft Martyr. Let the Witneſſes 
to | therefore be meek, free from Anger, full of Equity, 
al- kind, prudent, continent, free from Wickedneſs, faith- 
p- FALL Eh . 
"at 1 f wy 

of Matth. vii.2, Deut. xix. 15. „ Dan. xiii. 

ho 6 3 King, 31, 59 Matth. xxvi . Adds vi, & vii. 
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count of their Converſation. But as to thoſe of a 
different Character, do not ye receive their Teſtimony, 


although they ſeem to agree together in their Evidence 


againſt the Accuſed. For *tis ordain'd in the Law, 
© Thou ſhalt not be wth a Multitude for Wickedneſs, 
Thou ſhalt not receive a vain Report. Thou ſhalt not 
conſent with a Multitude to pervert Judgment. You 
ought alſo particularly to know him that is Accuſed, 
what he is in his courſe of Life, and in his Converſa- 
tion, whether he have a good Report as to his Life, 
whether he has been unblameable, whether he has been 
zealous in Holineſs, whether he be a Lover of the Wi- 
dows, a Lover of the Strangers, a Lover of the Poor, 
and a Lover of the Brethren z whether he be not given 


to filthy Lucre ; whether he be not an extravagant Per- 


ſon, or a Spendthriſt; whether he be ſober, and free 


from Luxury, or a Drunkard, or a Glutton ; whether 


he be compaſſionate and charitable. 


_— 
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on if he has been before addifted to wicked 
Works, the Accuſations which are now brought 
againſt him, will thence, in ſome Meaſure, appear to be 


true, unleſs Juſtice do plainly plead for him. For it 
may be that though he had formerly been an Offender, 


yet that he may not be guilty of this Crime, of which 


he is accuſed. Wherefore be exactly cautious about 


ſuch Circumſtances, and ſo render your Sentences, 
when pronounc'd againſt the Offender convicted, fafe, 
and firm. And if after his Separation he begs. Par- 


— — — 
£ Exod, xxiii. 21. 


don, 


ful, religious : For the Teſtimony of ſuch Perſons is 
firm on account of their Character, and true on ac- 


erg Sers. 
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don, and falls down before the Biſhop, and acknow- 


' ledges his Fault, receive him. But neither do you ſuf- 


fer a falſe Accuſer to go unpuniſh d, that he may not 
calumniate another who lives well, or encourage ſome 

ther Perſon to do like him. Nor, to be ſure, do xe 
ſuffer a Perſon convicted to go off clear, left another 
be enſnar d in the ſame Crimes. For neither halls 


| Witneſs of Miſchief de unpuniſh'd, nor ſhall an Of- 


fender be without Cenſure. 


CA Poder 


TX7 E faid before, that Judgment ought not to be 
given upon hearing only one of the Parties. For 
if you hear one of them when the other is not there; 
and ſo camot make his Defence to the Accuſation 
brought againſt him, and raſhly give your Votes for 
Condemnation, you will be found guilty of that Mars 


Deſtruction, and Partaker with the falſe Accuſer before 


God, the juſt Judge. For, As he that boldeth the Tail 
of a Dog, ſo 1s be that preſides ar unjuſt Fudement., 
But if ye become imitators of the Elders in Babylon, 
who when they had born Witneſs againſt Saſanna, un- 


juſtly condemn'd her to Death, you will become ob- 


noxious to their Judgment and Condemnation, For 
the Lord, by Daniel, deliver'd Suſanna from the Hand 
of the Ungodly, but condemn d to the Fire thoſe El- 
ders who were guilty of her Blood; and reproaches 
you by him, ſaying, Are ye ſo fooliſh, ye Children of 1f- 
rael? b Without Examination. and without knowing the 
Truth, ye haue condemned a Daughter of Iſrael. Return 
again to the Place of Fudgment ; for theſe Men haue 
born Falſe-witneſs agamft ber. 


1 
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Prov. xxvi. 17. * Dan, xiii, 48. 
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Onſider even the Judicatures of this World, by 
whoſe Power we ſee Murderers, Adulterers, 
Wizzards, Robbers of Sepulchres, and Thieves, brought 
to Tryal; and thoſe that preſide, when they have re- 
ceivd their Acccuſations from thoſe that brought 
them, ask the Malefactor whether thoſe things be ſo 


And tho' he does not deny the Crimes, they do not 


reſently ſend him out to Puniſhment, but for ſeveral 

ays they make Enquiry about him, with a full Coun- 
cil, and with the Veil interpos'd : And he that is to 
paſs the final Decree and Suffrage of Death againſt 
him, lifts up his Hands to the Sun, and ſolemnly af. 
firms that he is innocent of the Blood of the Man, 
Though they be Heathens, and know not the Deity, 
nor the Vengeance which will fall upon Men from God, 
on account of thoſe that are unjuſtly condemn'd, they 


* 


avoid ſuch unjuſt Judgments. 
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UT you who know who our God is, and what 

are his Judgments, how can you bear to paſs an 
unjuſt Judgment, fince your Sentence will be imme- 
diately known to God? And if you have Judged 
righteouſly, you will be deem'd worthy of the Recom- 

ces of Righteouſneſs, both now and hereafter ; but 
if unrighteouſly, you will partake of the like. We 
therefore adviſe you, Brethren, rather to deſerve Com- 
mendation from. God than Rebukes: For the Com- 
mendation of God is Eternal Life to Men, as is his 
Rebuke Everlaſting Death. Be ye therefore righte- 


ous Judges, Peace-makers, and withour Anger, 2 
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a He that is angry tuithout a Cauſe, is obnoxious to tit 
Judgment. But if it happens that by any one's Com 
trivance you are angry at any body, b Let not the Sun 
go down upon your Wrath. For, ſays David, e Be an- 
gry and fin not: That is, be ſoon reconcil'd, leſt your 
Wrath continue ſo long, that it turn to a ſettled Ha- 
tred, and work Sin, 4 For the Souls of thoſe that 
bear a ſettled Hatred are to Death, ſays Solomon. 
But our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt ſays in the Goſ- 
pels, © If thou bring thy Gift to the Altar, and there 
remembreſt that thy Brother hath ought againſt thee, 
leave there thy Gift before the Altar, and go thy way; 
firſt be reconcil d to thy Prother, and then come and of- 
fer thy Gift. Now the Gift is every one's Eucharifti- 
cal Prayer and Thankſgiving. If therefore thou haſt 
any thing againſt thy Brother, or he has any thing 
againſt thee, neither will thy Prayers be heard, nor 
will thy Thankſgivings be accepted, by reaſon of that 
hidden Anger. But tis your Duty, Brethren, to pray 
continually. Yet becauſ2 God hears not thoſe which 
are ar Enmity with their Brethren by unjuſt Quarrels, 
even though they ſhould pray three times an Hour, 
tis our Duty to compoſe all our Enmity and Little- 
neſs of Soul, that we may be able to pray with a pure 
and unpolluted Heart. For the Lord commanded us 
to love even our Enemies, and by no means to hate 
our Friends. And the Lawgiver ſays, f Thou ſhalt not 
bate thy Brother in thy Mind. Thou ſhalt certainly re- 
prove thy Brother, and not incur Sin on his Account. 
8s Thou ſhalt not hate an Egyptian, for thou waſt a So- 
Journer with him. Thou ſhalt not hate an Idumæan, 


for he is thy Brother. And David ſays, » If I have re- 


payed thoſe that requited me Evil, Wherefore, if thou 
wilt be a Chriſtian, follow the Law of the Lord: 


——-» . —— 


» Matt. v. 2. b Eph. iv. 26. Pal. iv. 4. 
4 Prov. xii. 28. Mat. v. 25. Leit. xix. 17. 
Deut. xxiii. 79, * Pſal vii 5, 

L oofe 


m Matt. v. 48. 2 Matt. x. 12. 
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Looſe every Band of Wickedneſs : For the Lord has 
given thee Authority to remit thoſe Sins to- thy Bro- 
ther which he has committed againſt thee, as far as 
k Seventy times Seven, that-is, Four Hundred and 
Ninety times. How oft therefore haſt thou remitted 
to thy Brother, that thou art unwilling to do it now ? 
When thou alſo haſt heard eremiah ſaying, I Do not 
any of you impute the Wickedneſs of his Nejebbour in 
your Hearts. But thou remembreſt Injuries, and 
keepeſt Enmity, and comeſt into In and art 
ſuſpicious of his Anger, and thy Prayer is hindred, 
Nay, if thou haſt remitted to thy Brother Four Hun- 
dred and Ninety times, do thou ſtill multiply thy 
Acts of Gentleneſs more to do good for thy own Sake; 
although he does not do fo, yet however do thou en- 
deavour to forgive thy Brother for God's Sake, = That 
thou mayeſt be the Son of thy Father which is in Hea- 
ven; and when thou prayeſt may'ſt, be heard, as a 
Friend of God. 


fee —— 
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| Herefore, O Biſhop, when you are to go to 
h Prayer, after the Leſſons, and the Pſalmody, 
and the Inſtruction out of the Scriptures, let the Dea- 
con ſtand nigh you, and with a loud Voice ſay, Let 
none have any Quarrel with another: Let none come 
in Hypocriſy ; that if there be any Controverſy found 
among any of you, they may be affected in Conſci- 
ence, and may pray to God, and be reconcil'd to their 
Brethren. For if upon coming into any one's Houſe 
we ate to ſay, * Peace be to this : Houſe, like Sons of 
Peace beftowing Peace on thoſe who are worthy, as 


i Iſa lviik 6. k Matt. xviii. 22, 1 Zach, viii. 17. 


it 
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it is written, „Jo them that are nab, and them that 
are far off, - whom the Lord knows to be bis, much 
. more is it incumbent on thoſe that enter into 
the Church of God before all things to pray for 
the Peace of God: But if he prays for it upon 
) others, much mote let himſelf be within the ſame, 

as a Child of Light; for he that has ir not within 
- himſelf, is not fit to beſtow it upon others. Where- 

fore, before all Things, tis our Duty to be at Peace 

in our own Minds; for he that does not find any Diſ- 


t 

. order in himſelf, will not quarrel with another, but 

„ will be peaceable, friendly, gathering the Lord's Peo- | 

y ple, and a Fellow-worker with him, in order to the | 

” increaſing the Number of thoſe that ſhall be faved in | 

1. Unanimity. For thoſe who contrive Enmities, and 

at Strifes, and Conteſts, and Law-Suits, are wicked, and | 

24 Aliens from God. | | | 

2 £5 =P | 
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to | | 

dy, OW the Biſhop ought to know whoſe Oblati- 

Jea- ons he ought to receive, and whoſe he ought 

Let not: For he is to avoid corrupt Dealers, and not re- | 

"me ceive their Gifts. * For a corrupt Dealer ſhall not be 


and juftifyed from Sin. For of them it was that 1/azab re- 
ſci- proach d 1/rael, and b ſaid, Thy.corrapt Dealers mingle 
heir Wine with Water. He is alto to avoid Fornicators, 
oule for, Thou ſhalt not offer the Hire of an Harlot to the 
3 of Lord. He is alfo to avoid Extortioners, and thoſe that 
25 covet other Mens Goods, and Adulterers ; for the Sa- 
crifices of ſuch as theſe are abominable with God. Al- 


. 17 © Ifa. Ivii, 19. Eph. Ii. 17. 2 Tim. ii. 19. 
* Eccluf, xxvi. 29. d Iſa. i. 22. 
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Jo thoſe that oppreſs the Widow, and overbear the 
Orphan, and fill Prifons with the Innocent, and abuſe 
their own Servants wickedly, I mean with Stripes and 
Hunger, and hard Service, nay, deſtroy whole Cities: 
Do thou, O Biſhop, avoid ſuch as theſe, and their odi- 
ous Oblations. Thou ſhalt alſo refuſe Rogues, AN 


Tuosx PLEADERS' THAT PLEAD ON THE SrpE or 


Ixus Ic R, and Idol makers, and Thieves, and unjuſt 
Publicans, and thoſe that deceive by falſe Balances and 
deceitful Meaſures, and a Soldier who is a falſe Accu- 
ſer, and not content with his Wages, but does Violence 
to the Needy, a Murderer, a Cut- throat, and an unjuſt 
Judge, a Subverter of Cauſes, him that lies in wait 
for Men, a Worker of abominable Wickedneſs, a 
Drunkard, a Blaſphemer, a Sodomite, an Uſurer, amd 
and eycry one that is wicked, and oppoſes the Will of 
God. For the Scripture ſays, that all ſuch as theſe 
are abominable with God, c. 


N. B. After their 83 Canons, the Apoſtles add 
this Prediction and Prayer. 


Let theſe Canonical Rules be eſtabliſbed by us for you, 
O ye Biſhops. And if you continue to obſerve tben, 
you ſhall be ſaved, and ſhall have Peace : Bat if you 
be diſobedient, you ſhall be puniſb'd, and have ever- 

' Tafting War one with another, and undergo a Penalty 

ſuitable to your Diſobedience. | 

Now God, who is alone unbegotten, and the maker of 
the whole World, unite 725 all through his Peace, in 
the Holy Spirit; perfect you unto every good IWork, 

' immoveable, unblamable, and unreprovable , and 
pouchſafe to you eternal Life with us: Through the 
Mediation of his beloved Son, Feſus Chriſt, our God 
and Saviour. With whom Glory be to thee, the God 
over all, and the Father, in the Holy Spirit, the 
"Comforter, now, and always, and for ever and ever. 
Amen. - 25 
c Deut. xxiii. 18. 
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I. E have here no tedious and voluminous 
Codes, or Digeſts, or Pandetts, or Statute- 
Books, or Reports; as in our modern Courts of Ju- 
dicature. But Chriſtian Societies were to be guided 
by theſe few general but Apoſtolical Rxles of Juſtice 
and Equity ; and by 85 ſhort particular, but Apoſto- 
lical Canons, Yet by theſe few Rules and Canons, 
and by almoſt theſe only, were all Spiritual or Eccle- 
fiaſtical Matters determined for three Centuries and 
an half; or during the entire Period of truly Primi- 
tive Chriſtianity. Nor are all theſe Rules and Canons 
themſelves, more than may be contain'd in one Sheet 
of Paper. 

II. No General Councils, or leſſer Synods, or 
Popes, or Emperors, no Eccleſiaſtical or Secular 
Powers, had here the leaſt Authority to add, or dimi- 
niſh, or alter any of theſe Rules or Laws derived from 
Chriſt by his Apoſtles. | 
III. Here we have the Perſons determin'd, who are 
to exerciſe Chriſtian Diſcipline z v:z. the Bithop, | Not 
a Lay Chancellor | as the principal Judge; with the 


Votes of the Prieſts and Deacons, and Conſent of the 


Laity, in their weekly publick Aſſemblies for that 
Purpoſe. + 

IV. We have here no Summons to a Chriſtian Man 
to appear, and under the Notion of Hereſy to re- 
nounce what, upon the fulleſt Examination, and moſt 


ſatisfactory Evidence appear d to him, not only — be 
arts, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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Parts, but fundamental Parts of Chriftianity, ob me. 
ram anime ſue ſalutem: Or, out of no other Regard 
than the Salvation of his Soul. . 

V. We have here no Injunction, that every trifling 
or profane Perſon, in every trifling or quarrelſome 
Cauſe, ſhall give in his Anſwer por Oath : The 
molt ſolemn and ſacred Security which the beſt Men 
tan give on the greateſt Occafions. And though the 
Apoſtles do elſewhere not quite difallow the Lawful- 
neſs of an Oath in publick Courts of Juſtice ; yet does 
it not appear, that they ever admitted them in their 
own Eccleſiaſtical Courts, at leaſt very rarely, and 
upon the greateſt Occaſions; and never but when 
the Neceſſity of ſuch a ſolemn Appeal to the ſupreme 
Being was unavoidable, Confiitut. II. 36. v. 12. vi. 
23. vii. 1 

VI. We have here no Oath given to a Witneſs to 
ſpeak The whole Truth, as to a Perſon's Character, at 
the ſame time that he is not allow d to give particu- 
lar Inſtances proper to diſcover that Character. As if 
any Court could diſpenſe with that folemn Oath which 
it had juſt before requir'd, and that to the Suppreſſion 
of Truth in that very Point for which the ſame 


' folemn Oath was requir d. 


VII. We have here no Temporal Penalty enſuing 
on Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures z nor have we any bare 
hypocritical Reading in the Church a Form of Pe- 
nance - ordain'd by the Court allow'd of, inſtead of 
real Signs of ſincere Repentance, in order to Reſtora- 
tion to the Churches Peace. 

VIII. We have here no other View purſued but 
that of diſcovering the real Truth of an Accuſation : 
No Partial Pleaders hired to perplex Witneſſes, diſ- 
guiſe Facts, or conceal the Truth from either Judges 
or Jury: No Faction on one fide to make the Accuſed 
Guilty; or on the other fide to make him Innocent, 
whether he be ſo or nor. ited 


IX, None 
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be- IN. None could then ſcreen themſelves from Pu- 
rd niſhment by any thing like our Action of Scanda/um 
Magnatum, where the Truth of the Imputation is not 
ng admitted to be enquired into. Nor was then any Ac- 
ne cuſation which could be legally prov'd to be Trze, 
he ever allow 'd to be eſteem'd legally Scandalous. 
en X. We have here no pretended Rules for Courts of 
he Juſtice, tend ing to ſubvert the Foundations of Juſtice: 
1. We meet with no Refuſal of Evidence, becauſe it is in 
es writing, and not viva voce, where it is impoſſible to 
ir have it otherwiſe : Here is no Scruplerais'd againſt Evi- 
d dence viva voce, becauſe the Witneſs came into Court 
I 4 little too late, or becauſe a critical Moment of in- 
e troducing it was ſlipp'd. Nor is any one that can aſſiſt 
1, in the Diſcovery of the Truth refuſed to be call'd, be- 
cauſe he is likely to ſpeak ſome Truth that will not 
0 be agreeable to the Pleader who is to call him. 
ic XI. We have here no innocent Perſon damaged 
1 or non-ſuited for the involuntary Miſtakes, or vol un- 
f tary Negligence, or Treachery of his Attorney or Coun- 
1 ſel. We have no Cauſes between the Accuſer and 
* Accuſed determined without the Preſence and the Exa- 
C mination of both the Parties themſelves : We have no 


Haſtineſs to get a Cauſe determined before the proper 


; Witneſſes can be preſent : Nor have we any dilatory 

8 Proceedings when they are ready, either to delay Juſtice, 

5 or to impoveriſn the Client, and enrich the Law- 
yer. 


XII. Nay, we have ot here any Admiſſion of meer 
Pleaders at all. The Accaſer and Accuſed; with the 
c Witneſſes are alone heard in every Cauſe. Much leſs 
have we any Permiſſion of artful Miſrepreſentations, 
or falſe Colours to be put on the Facts on either ſide, 
in order to byaſs the Verdict. Nor have we any leave 
; to make fine Speeches after the Witneſſes have been 
heard; as it were to put what they teſtified out of 
the Mind of incautious Jurymen, or to divert them 

from a cloſe Regard to their Teſtimonies. * And wn 
6 We: 2h" rails 
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this laſt cuſtomary Practice, comply'd with by even the 
beſt of the Practitioners of our Law, ſeems to me very 
like to that PLEapING on THE SIDE oF.INJusTics, 
which the Apoſtolical Rule aboveſet down declares to 
be berfectly inconſiſtent with Chriſtianity, | 
III. We have here no Expectation that twelve 


Jurymen ſhould all agree in difficult Caſes, and al. 


ways conſpire in the ſame Verdict: And this conſi- 
ſtently with their Oaths, and with a good. Conſcience. 
Much leſs are there any Difficulties here laid upon 
them, it they really diſagree. Yet do I not find that our 
Law has made any certain Proviſion for that deplora- 
ble Caſe ; but that unleſs the Parties themſelves relieve 
them, Jurymen muſt frequently be under this terrible 
Dilemma, either to be GIL TY or PErxJusy, or be 
$STARVED TO DEATH. If this be ſtill the Caſe 
with us Proteſtants, How can we reproach Popiſh 
Countries with their Inpaſitions upon Conſcience , 
or with the Barbarities of the Inquiſition it ſelf? 
Even thoſe very Inquiſitors nor exerciſing, I think, fo 
ſudden, ſo baſly a Cruelty upon any of their pretended 
Hereticks, as this is; To be GuiLtTY or PEexJuxy 


or STARVED To DeagH immediately 4.4 
XIV. Laſtly, We have here no ſach Niceties and 


Subtilties of Law, whereby the true end of all juſt Laws, 
the Puniſhment of evil Doers, and the Proiſe of them 


that do well may be perverted. No Allowance of dou- 


ble Entendres to defame the Innocent ; nor Suppreſſion 
of plain Truths, for fear of the Guilty. Nor do we 
meet with ſuch Maxims, whereby, before otherwiſe 
righteous Judges, and honeſt Juries, a Foreign H E 1- 
DEGGER is permitted to flouriſh at Court, and a Foreign 
Facio is forced to ſtand in the Pillory : whereby a 
Native, Joux HENTEV eſcapes uncontroul'd, and a 
Native RozexT HarEs, is convicted of Forgery. 


Feb, 3 1723. 
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of 21 Comets, ins, large Sheet: engravd on Copper by 


, Senex., 2.5. 


13. Dr. Mathers Old PathsReviv'd; with my pre- 
face, 1 20. 3 d. l WAIT OI. 
14. Reflections on a Diſcourſe . of Free-Thinking, 3d 
Edition, 8 b 8 4. 8. ie 
15. Three Eſſays. (1.) The Council of Nice vindica- 
ted from the 4thanaſian: Hereſy. (z.) A Collection of 
ancient Monuments thereto relating. (3.) The Liturgy 
of the Church of England reduc d nearer to the Primitive 
Standard, 8. 5 i 3 gh 
16. The Chriſtians Rule of Faith, or a Table of the 
moſt ancient Creeds : engrav'd in Copper by Mr. ner. 
I fs 1} 7 x , > did 215 
17- Ap Argument concerning the Diſſenters Baptiſms 
and other Miniſtrations: with two Appendices, «iz, 
2 convicted of Forgery, and againſt Mr. Al. 
vo. 8 d. Lay 1 wont TTY 
18 Courſe of Mechanical, Optical, Hydroftatical, 
and Pneamatical Experiments, pertorm'd by Mr. Hawks: 
and my Self. 4/o. 5 5. SY YT CS I 
19. A: New, Method for Diſcovering. the Longitude 
by Signals, by Mr Ditton and my Self, 2d Edit. 8vo, 15. 
20. A Vindication 1 the Sibylline Oracles: with ths 
genuine Oracles themſelves, in Greek and &ngliſh,$00. 25. 64 
21. My Defence prepar'd for the Court of Delegates, 
vith,uy Reaſons 2gainſt that Procedure; and three Lei 
ters, 8 0 3. end Ain ibn 
22. An Account of the Eclipſes of the Sun 1715 and 
1724, rav'd in Copper by Mr. Senex, 9 * 64. With 
my Second Scheme for 17.1 S, and Dr. Halle) s two Schemes 
for the ſame Eclipſe. Roll d. 2. 
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4 Catalbgue of M. Whiſton"s Writings; 
23. The Copernicus : Deſcribing” an Aftronomſcal In- 
ſtrument ſo ald. 12m. 1 14. 

24. St. Cleme nis and St. Penens's vindication of the 

Apoſtol ical Conſtitutions: with a Poſtſcript to Mr. Tur 
xr, and a large en, to che 2d Edit. $v0- 1's; 

25. Accounts of 'two Surpifting Meteors ſeen March 
6th, 1715, and March the 19th,'1718, 860. 15. 6 . 

26. An Addreſs to the Princes of ene for the Ad- 
miſſion, or at leaſt the open Toleration of the Chriſtian 
Religion in their Dominions, '$v0. 1 5 gs ro 

27. Aſtrogomical Principles of Religion, Natural and 
Reveal d, 89. 5 . 6 

:8. Scripture Politicks; or an Impartial Klebt of 
the Origin and Meaſures of Government, Eccleſtaſtical 
and Civil; with a Soppoſal, < or New Heben of C Govetn- 


_ $39. 21. 


The Primitive Catechiſm: ' uſeful for Charity 

chal "Revis'd and Publiſh'd by me, 86%. 17. 

30. Two Letters to the yy na of London about 
the uſe of New Forms of Do V 86. 1 1 

31. Account of my Exel 5 Rom St. ehe- 
9 by Dr. Sacbeverl; Vith a Letter to Mr. Lyaal, | 
vo. 3 
b 37. A Connntitiry on the Thies Epiſtles! e of st. Nun, 
to. 2 4 

33. AC order” to Pl Rar of Notthighaih] Aeris | 
the Eternity of the Son and Holy Spirit: with a Reply 
to his Lordſhip's Anſwer; and a large Poſtſcript, | 
taining” Athawaſran Conſoſſions that the Antenicens Writers 
were againſt the 4thanaſians, 8 vo. 2-5. | | 

34. The True Origin of the Sabellian and lub 
Doctrines af the 1 24 ac] I 4. 

35. 1 Longitu titude found by the Dipping | 
* vo. 2.5. 64 | 

36. An Eſſay towards 1s Reftoring the True Text, of the 
Old Teflament, and for Vindicating the Citations made 
thence in the ew Teſtament. With a large Appendix + 
in Four Parts, and a Supplement about the Canticles, 


La 


8vo. 6 5. 6 d. 
37. A Chronologi 5 0 of, the Weste Phænician 
aud Chaldean Antiquitie d together, belonging | 


to the Appendix to the her e day a 
38. A Scheme of the. Tranſits of Aare and Venn: 


over the Sun for 23 Celitaries. 114. 99 
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